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With the majority of games held in the USA, New York's MetLife Stadium will be a focal point for the tournament, hosting the 
final and continuing the legacy of the 1994 World Cup, which also took place in the United States. The decisions were revealed 
on live television, featuring FIFA President Infantino alongside celebrities like Kevin Hart, Drake, and Kim Kardashian. 

MetLife Stadium, with a seating capacity of 82,500, is situated across the Hudson River in East Rutherford, New Jersey. The 
stadium has a history of hosting international football events, including the final of the 2016 Copa America tournament. 

Despite Dallas's strong bid, AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, will host nine games, the highest number among the venues. Los 
Angeles faced challenges due to disagreements with FIFA regarding upgrades to SoFi Stadium, resulting in Dallas and New York 
securing significant roles in the tournament. 

Azteca Stadium in Mexico City will make history by hosting World Cup tournament games in three editions, following its role in 
1970 and 1986. The World Cup coincides with the 250th anniversary of American independence, with a round-of-16 game 
scheduled on July 4th in Philadelphia. 

The tournament's expansion to 48 teams brings the total number of matches to 104, with a format of 12 groups of four teams. 
The knockout stage will feature the top two teams from each group and the eight best third-placed teams. The match schedule 
will be finalized after the qualification process, and the full draw is expected in late 2025. The 16 host cities include Atlanta, 
Boston, Dallas, Guadalajara, Houston, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Mexico City, Miami, Monterrey, New York-New Jersey, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco Bay Area, Seattle, Toronto, and Vancouver. 

Canada Extends Foreigners' Ban on 

Home Purchases Until 2026

 

Canada has extended the ban on foreign home buyers for an additional two 

years as the real estate market shows signs of recovery, sparking concerns 

about housing affordability in cities such as Toronto and Vancouver. 

Initially implemented by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's government in 

2022, the ban preventing non-Canadians from purchasing residential real 

estate was set to expire on January 1, 2025. However, it has now been 

extended to January 1, 2027. Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland stated on 

Sunday, "By extending the foreign buyer ban, we will ensure houses are used 

as homes for Canadian families to live in and do not become a speculative 

financial asset class." The government expressed worries about residents 

being priced out of their local housing markets. 

While the ban is in effect, exemptions are made for non-Canadians 

purchasing vacant land or residential property for development. Foreign 

students and individuals on work permits are also exempt, provided they 

have resided in the country for an extended period and have not previously 

bought property. 

The housing market has experienced increased activity recently, with 

indications that the Bank of Canada may consider cutting interest rates later 

in the year. In December, the national benchmark home price rose to 

C$730,400 ($542,500), marking a 36 percent increase over five years. 

Greater Vancouver and greater Toronto reported benchmark home prices of 

C$1.2 million and C$1.1 million, respectively. 

Various levels of government in Canada have introduced measures to 

mitigate rising housing costs. In the upcoming week, the Toronto city council 

will review a motion proposing a 10 percent tax on home purchases by non-

residents, in addition to the 25 percent "non-resident speculation tax" 

imposed by the province of Ontario. 

Toronto Mayor Olivia Chow's office did not immediately respond to requests 

for comment on Sunday. The motion scheduled for consideration on 

February 6 aims to "maintain a level of affordability in the residential real 

estate market by discouraging international buyers from purchasing 

property in the City of Toronto, particularly those buyers who do not intend 

to live in the property." 
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Final Match of FIFA World Cup 2026 to be Hosted in New 

Jersey, Opening Game Assigned to Mexico 
MetLife Stadium in New York/New 

Jersey has been selected as the venue 

for the 2026 FIFA World Cup final, as 

announced by FIFA on Sunday. The 

decision followed a robust competition 

with Dallas, ultimately securing the July 

19th final for New York. The 48-team 

tournament will kick off with the 

opening game at Mexico City's Azteca 

Stadium on June 11. 

FIFA President Gianni Infantino 

expressed excitement about the most 

inclusive and impactful World Cup 

ever, spanning 104 matches in 16 

state-of-the-art stadiums across the 

USA, Canada, and Mexico. The semi-

finals will be hosted by Atlanta and 

Dallas, while the third-place game will 

take place in Miami. Quarter-final 

matches are scheduled for Los Angeles, 

Kansas City, Miami, and Boston. 

Dubai International Airport Warns Against Lost Luggage Scams 

 
The journey of a bag at DXB begins 180 minutes before the scheduled departure, utilizing the automated Early Bag Storage facility 

with a capacity of 15,000 bags. The bags, tracked through a distinctive yellow tray linked to their luggage tag, undergo multiple 

security screenings and transfers before being loaded onto the aircraft. 

In case passengers cannot locate their baggage at the terminal, they are advised to file a report at the baggage services desk near 

the baggage claim area. The report is tracked using a unique reference number, and passengers are contacted when the baggage 

is found, with an agreed-upon delivery time. 

DXB emphasized its commitment to passenger safety and security, urging travelers to report any suspicious activities and not fall 

victim to online scams related to lost luggage. 

Dubai International Airport 

 (DXB) has issued a Warning 

to passengers regarding 

 fraudulent activities on  

Facebook and Instagram, where 

"fake profiles" claim to sell lost 

luggage. In an official scam alert, 

DXB emphasized that such profiles 

are not affiliated with the airport 

and urged passengers to remain 

vigilant and avoid clicking on any 

suspicious links. 

As the world's busiest airport for 

the ninth consecutive year, DXB 

manages a significant volume of 

baggage through its three 

terminals annually. dnata, 

responsible for baggage movement 

at DXB, reported handling over 82 

million bags in 2022, serving over 

100 airlines and millions of 

passengers traveling to more than 

250 destinations. The baggage 

handling process involves advanced 

conveyor belts, lifts, and a Baggage 

Handling System (BHS) with 160km of 

tracks under Terminal 3 alone. 

Kuwait Introduces Online Permits 

for Part-Time Employment

 

In response to the recent implementation of a secondary employment 

policy for private sector workers, Kuwait has introduced an online service 

for acquiring part-time work permits. The Kuwaiti Public Authority of 

Manpower (PAM) has unveiled this service on Sahel, an electronic 

government services platform. The initiative aims to cater to labor market 

demands while offering a convenient process for employers. The service 

incurs a fee of KD5 for a one-month permit, KD10 for three months, KD20 

for six months, and KD30 for a one-year permit, with Kuwaiti workers 

exempted from these charges, according to Kuwaiti newspaper Al Jarida. 

In December of the previous year, Kuwait announced the authorization for 

private sector employees to engage in a secondary part-time job with the 

consent of their primary employers, and this policy was officially 

implemented the following month. A decree from the Interior Ministry 

stipulated a maximum of four hours per day for the second part-time job, 

requiring an additional permit from PAM. Notably, the contracting sector, 

grappling with a labor shortage, is exempt from this time restriction. 

The objective of this initiative is to utilize the existing workforce in Kuwait 

rather than relying on foreign labor recruitment. This approach is intended 

to address demographic imbalances within the country while 

simultaneously meeting the demands of the job market. As part of its 

"Kuwaitisation" employment strategy, the country is actively working to 

rebalance its population by replacing foreign workers with its own citizens. 

Currently, foreigners make up approximately 3.2 million of Kuwait's total 

population of 4.6 million. 

Indian Expat Secures Dh15 Million Grand Prize 

in Big Ticket Raffle Draw 

 
Al Ain Architectural Draftsman, Rajeev Arikkatt, Scoops Dh15 Million Grand 

Prize in Series 260 Big Ticket Raffle Draw. In a surprising turn of events, 

Rajeev Arikkatt, a resident of Al Ain working as an architectural draftsman, 

emerged as the fortunate winner of the Dh15 million grand prize in the 

recent Series 260 Big Ticket raffle draw. Expressing his disbelief, Rajeev 

shared that winning such a substantial amount was beyond his wildest 

dreams. He has consistently purchased tickets for the past three years, and 

this unexpected windfall has left him elated. Upon receiving the call from Big 

Ticket representatives, Rajeev, who resides in the UAE with his wife and two 

young children, aged five and eight, couldn't contain his excitement. 

Notably, he had purchased the winning ticket online and generously shared 

the joy by involving 20 close friends and family members in the celebration 

of this life-changing victory. 
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