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India-Canada Travel: The Impact of India's  Suspension of 

Visa Processing on Canadian Travellers. 
Canadian tourists, businesspeople, and several Indian expatriates are scrambling to reschedule flights and inquire about 

trip refunds following India's sudden decision to suspend visa applications due to growing diplomatic tensions. 

Just a day after the Indian government advised its nationals in Canada to remain vigilant and suggested potential risks to 

their safety, BLS International – the Canadian visa processing agency – announced a halt in their services "until further 

notice." 

Jothy Ilangovan, who was helping her brother (a Canadian resident for 33 years) obtain a visa for a spiritual journey to 

India, remarked, "Innocent people shouldn't be caught up in this." He had set his work schedule around this trip, and there 

are growing concerns it might be called off. 

Relations between Canada and India have soured, especially after Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau accused India of 

being behind the assassination of Hardeep Singh Nijjar. India rebutted these claims, labeling them "preposterous" and 

retaliated with restrictions on travel between the two nations. 

Consequently, most Canadians, unless already in possession of a visa, won't be able to visit India. Travel agencies 

highlighted that even e-visa applications for Canadians are on hold. While former Indian citizens with Canadian passports 

can avail of the Overseas Citizen of India cards for visa-free travel, many don't have these cards. 

"This will affect Canada's trade and economy, where India is a significant contributor," opined Unnati Oza, a travel agent 

from Toronto. She mentioned clients who regularly visited major Indian cities like Delhi, Bangalore, and Chennai for 

business. 

The visa suspension isn't only disrupting business trips. Indian government data reveals that in the previous year, Canada 

ranked fifth in tourist visits to India with 280,000 arrivals. 

Lalit Sharma, an Ottawa-based travel agent specializing in trips to India, voiced his concerns: "Several clients due to visit 

India in the coming months are worried as their tour bookings are non-refundable. Without visas, they simply can't 

proceed." 

The scene at Toronto's BLS office was one of confusion and disappointment, with notices citing "operational reasons" for 

the visa service suspension. While some were there for passport renewals, many sought clarity on the ongoing visa 

debacle. 

Indian Parliament Unanimously Approves Women's 

Reservation Bill in Rajya Sabha. 
New Delhi: The Women's Reservation Bill, known officially as Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023, sailed smoothly through Parliament. After its approval in the 

Lok Sabha, the Rajya Sabha endorsed it with a unanimous vote of 215 members, with none opposing or abstaining. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who was present during the Rajya Sabha voting, had earlier urged its members to give unanimous support. The bill saw over 11 

hours of debate, but ultimately all Rajya Sabha MPs, even those who earlier critiqued it as an election strategy, expressed their support. This legislation holds the 

distinction of being the first to be passed in the New Parliament building during its Special Session. 

Highlighting the significance of the bill, PM Modi commented that it would instill newfound confidence among the nation's citizens. "All members and political 

parties have significantly contributed to empowering women and enhancing 'Nari Shakti'. This unanimous vote sends a powerful message to the nation," he 

stated. 

Following the bill's passage, the Prime Minister took to social media, describing this as a "defining moment" in India's democratic journey. He further emphasized 

that the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam is not just a piece of legislation but a salute to the countless women who have shaped India through their resilience and 

contributions. 

However, Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge, while showing support for the bill, asked for a specific implementation date to gauge the government's 

commitment to the initiative. 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman lauded the bill as an "article of faith for the Prime Minister". She dismissed notions of appeasement politics, 

reiterating that the legislation stands to reinstate women's rights. 
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